Latin Jet Deals Stir 



Fear of Arms Race 

n/ifo c 

By John M. Goshko 



Washington Post Foreign Service 

LIMA, Peru. Nov. 6 — Fear 
of a South American arms 
race has been heightened by 
Chile’s recent contract to buy 
21 British Hawker Hunter 
jets at a cost of $20 million 
and by the news that Peru is 
negotiating for the purchase 
of up to 24 more advanced 
British jet fighters. 

The reports have been front- , 
page news in every capital on« 
i the continent and given rise 
' to fears that other Latin gov- 
• ernments will feel compelled 
, to take similar steps. 

There have already been un- 
: confirmed but persistent re- 
ports that Brazil plans to buy 
; more than 100 jets in West 
Germany and that Venezuela 
is “re-evaluating” the need to 
bring its air force into a 
“competitive” position with 
those of its neighbors. 

Most democratic - minded 
Latin American leaders see 
this as a trend posing twin 
dangers to the drive for eco- 
nomic and social reform in 
Latin America that is intend- 
ed to lead toward democratic 
political stability. 

In their view, none of the 
financially hard-pressed Latin 
governments can afford to 
spend large sums on ultra-, 
sophisticated military hard- 
ware without drastically re- 
ducing the amount of money 
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; necessary to effect Alliance 
: for Progress reforms. 

Moreover, they argue, no 
j Latin country has any use for 
t advanced jets except as a 
means of placating their al- 
j ready swollen military estab- 
lishments. 

They charge that such cater- 
ing to the military’s demand 
for ever more expensive equip- 
: ment only tends to increase 
the position of Latin armed 
forces as laws unto themselves 
and make them more prone to 
interfere in politics. 

Many Dismayed 

For this reason, many dem- 
ocratic spokesmen are openly 
dismayed that the current 
round of arms spending was 
kicked off by two countries, 
Chile and Peru, whose govern- 
ments are regarded as among 
the most progressive in the 
area. 

This disappointment has 
been echoed by several U.S. *' 




MILITARY TREND?— 
Recent negotiations by 
the striped countries to 
purchase jet warplanes 
have raised fears of a 
South American arms 
race. The dotted coun- 
tries have indicated they 
may buy jets soon. 



supporters of the Latin Dem 
ocrats. Some have publicly 
charged the Chileans and 
Peruvians with hypocrisy in 
buying “toys” for their mil- 
itary, and Sen. Robert F. Ken- 
nedy (D-N.Y.) has suggested a 
cutback of U.S. aid to Latin 
countries engaged in arms 
buildups. 

The Chileans and Peruvians 
have rejected the criticism 
and denied that they are try- 
ing to foster an arms race. 
Officials of both governments, 
including Peruvian President 
Fernando Belaunde Terry, 
have said publicly that their 



projected purchases are only 
to replace outmoded and un- 
safe aircraft. 

Privately, however, officials 
in both countries concede that 
the purchases were prompted 
by a combination of domestic 
pressures by their military 
and outside events that have 
made it difficult, to resist the 
pressures. 

U.S. Defense Policies 
In describing these outside 
forces, they charge that a 
large share of the responsibil- 
ity lies with the United States 
and its defense policies regard- 
ing Latin America. 

By this, they mean the fre- 
quently ambivalent maneuvers 
engaged in by the United 
States as a result of its desire 
to maintain Latin military 
forces as a bulwark against 
Communist subversion and 
yet keep these forces out of 
politics and subject to U.S. in- 
fluence. 

It was such considerations 
that last year led the United 
States into a little-publicized 
deal with Argentina that most 
observers regard as the pre- 
cipitating factor in the current 
cycle of arms buying. 

In mid-1965, the Argentine 



navy and then air force began 
negotiations to buy a number 
of French Mystere jets. The 
U.S. Air Force entered the 
picture pressing an argument 
known as “controlled escala- 
tion”— the idea that if the 
United States provided the 
key arms of Latin military 
forces it could maintain great- 
er control over their use and 
proliferation than if they 
were purchased from other 
countries. 

Sale Blocked 
Accordingly, U.S. Air Force 
officials recommended that 
the Argentines be sold one of 
the most advanced planes in 
the U.S. arsenal, the superson- 
ic F-5, which costs about $1.25 
million per complete copy 
(spare parts, ground equip- 
ment, etc.). This recommenda- 
tion was overruled by higher 
authority in Washington, 
which subsequently put an 
embargo on sales of the F-5 
to Latin nations until- 1969. 

However, a decision was 
made to offer the Argentines, 
the subsonic A-4B Fighter- 
bomber. It was a decision 



based partially on the “con- 
trolled escalation” argument 
and partially on the hope that 
the planes would keep the 
restless Argentine military 
contended and out of a brew- 
ing quarrel with then Presi- 
dent Arturo Illia. 

An agreement was reached 
to sell Argentina 50 A-4Bs al- 
though the United States sub- 
sequently reduced the offer 
to 25 because of the demands 
of the Vietnam war. Since 
then the Argentine armed 
forces have staged a coup that 
ousted Illia and replaced him 
™ dictatorship. 

Y,' S ' Government has 
taken the position it is con- 
tractually obligated and is pro- 
ceeding with plans to deliver 
the planes to the new Argen- 
tine regime. 

Pressure in Chile 
This was the start of a ser- 
ies that has now seen Chile 
and Peru buy jets. In Chile 
where the air force was using - 
antiquated planes, military of-! 
ficials used the Argentine deal 
to pressure President Eduardo 
Frei IVEontalva with the argu- 
ment that the country’s de- 
fense posture vis-a-vis Argen- 
tina had been seriously altered 
— a contention that gained 
added force after the Agentine > 
coup caused alarm among 
Chileans as to their neighbor’s 
future intentions. 

Sources close to Frei insist 
he gave in to the pressures 
because the U.S. action had 
put him in the position of 
courting political disaster if 
he refused. As a result, the 
Chileans asked the United 
States to also provide them 
with A4-Bs, but Washington 
refused on the grounds that all 
of its remaining stock was 
needed in Vietnam. 

The United States did offer 
to sell Chile an earlier model 
■jet, the F-86. However, the 
Chileans turned this down as 
[inferior to what Argentina 
was getting and entered into 
the negotiations lending to 



their purchase of the Bri tish 
Hawker Hunters. 

In Peru, where the air 
force’s arsenal consists main- 
ly of older planes, the military 
also used the Argentina sale 
to reinforce its arguments 
that Peruvian national secur- 
ity requires late-model jets. 

History of Intervening 

The Peruvian armed forces, 
unlike the Chilean, have a his- 
tory of intervening in politics. 
(As recently as 1962, they 
staged a coup that brought 
the country under military 
rule for a year.) 

As a result, Belaunde, who 
has taken great pains to keep 
the military contented and on 
his side, appears to have seen 
what he regards as the hand- 
writing on the, wall. It is 
known, for example, that he 
has been decidedly chilly to 
ILS. efforts to substitute the 
F-86 for the far more expen- 
sive supersonic British jets 
that the Peruvian air force 
wants. 

Informed sources say he 
told the U.S. Ambassador 
here, J. Wesley Jones, that 
the F-86 was unacceptable to 
Peru in the' light of the Ar- 
gentine and Chilean acquisi- 
tions and that any effort to 
impose it on his air force 
could rupture his relations 
with the Peruvian military be- 
yond the point of repair. ■ 
However, the United States, 
now apparently fearful of a 
further escalation of the 
trend, has continued to ex- 
ert pressure on the Peruvians. 
Reliable, sources say U.S. of- 
ficials are now trying to talk 
!the Peruvians into purchasing 
a mixed package of F-86s and 
British planes rather than go 
all-out on the more advanced 
British model. 




